Insomnia: Dreamers Never Sleep

                     NXL

                      Wednesday, August 31, 2005

DREAM: 

~A condition or achievement that is longed for; an aspiration:
~To regard something as feasible or practical
~To conceive of; imagine.
· I hear so many people complaining about their life instead of complying to God’s will for their life.

· Every person has dreams.  They have dreams and desires that they think about, meditate on and mull over everyday.

· God places dreams inside humans to give them direction and focus for their lives.   Some dream big dreams, some dream small dreams.  The fact is, a man or woman is defined by their dreams.  Their dreams create or destroy, build or tear down their life and the destiny of those around them.
God speaks to mankind through dreams and visions.

· God has frequently made use of dreams in communicating his will to men. The most remarkable instances of this are recorded in the history of Jacob (Gen. 28:12;31:10), Laban (31:24), Joseph (37:9-11), Gideon (Judg. 7), and Solomon (1 Kings 3:5). Other significant dreams are also recorded, such as those of Abimelech (Gen. 20:3-7), Pharaoh's chief butler and baker (40:5), Pharaoh (41:1-8), the Midianites (Judg. 7:13), Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2:1; 4:10, 18), the wise men from the east (Matt. 2:12), and Pilate's wife (27:19). To Joseph "the Lord appeared in a dream," and gave him instructions regarding the infant Jesus (Matt. 1:20;2:12, 13, 19). In a vision of the night a "man of Macedonia" stood before Paul and said, "Come over into Macedonia and help us" (Acts 16:9; see also 18:9;27:23).

· Acts 2:16-18 16 But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘ And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.
God speaks through visions and dreams.  The enemy attacks the dreams of man kind, he lies to us to get us to believe..

· It will never happen, your not good, smart, enough, you are not capable of these dreams.
If God speaks to me in dreams and visions, then why does it seem so hard and take so long for the dreams to come to pass?   + because many sidetrack and short cut the dream.  They don’t stand through the stages of the dream, they get lazy and distracted.
The 9 Stages of Dreams from The life of Joseph, the dreamer…

1. Joseph is given a name:  Joseph’s mother gives birth and names Joseph.
a. “Yosef”, it means, the Lord increases.  What is your name?  What do people call you?

b. Gen 30:23-24 23 And she conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” 24 So she called his name Joseph, and said, “The LORD shall add to me another son.”
· This is the first stage of every dream, you are given a label that is put on you, you must either take hold of, or fight against.
2. Joseph recognizes his dream/gift: Joseph has a dream about himself ruling over his family and brothers.  About him being in power and his family having to bow to him.

a. Ability to interpret Dreams.  Age 17.

b. Gen 37:5 5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more.
· This is the stage you begin to recognize your gift.  You begin to see that you are special and that God will use you.

3. Joseph and his dream suffer persecution:  Joseph is attacked, beat up, left in a hole...
a. Gen 37:18-19 18 Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him. 19 Then they said to one another, “Look, this dreamer is coming!
b. Every great dreamer goes through persecution.  Will you last through?  That decides your dream.

c. Devil, family, friends, teachers, etc…

· This is the stage that makes you strong, it builds your strength to withstand the tests and trials that will come to steal your dream.

4. Joseph is put into Captivity/Slavery:  Joseph sold to the Ishmaelites by his own brothers…
a. Gen 37:26-28 26 So Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh.” And his brothers listened. 28 Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.
· In this stage you realize that in order for you to fulfill your dream you must submit to the fact that you are not your own.  You were bought with a price.

5. Joseph is given an opportunity for promotion:  Joseph was then sold to Potiphar, an officer to Pharaoh the king.

a. Gen 39:1-5 1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. And Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD made all he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So Joseph found favor in his sight, and served him. Then he made him overseer of his house, and all that he had he put under his authority. 5 So it was, from the time that he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field.

· This is the stage were you recognize that you must take the opportunities as they come.  If you sit around waiting for the perfect opportunity, it may never come.  God opens one door at a time, if you try to side step the process and let opportunities pass, your dream will take longer.

6. Joseph faces Temptation:  Joesph is given an opportunity to use his position to benefit himself and his flesh.
a. Gen 39:7-14 7 And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.”
b. What will you do with this dream?  Will you use it properly?
· In this phase you realize that your gift is not meant for selfish gain, but for the use of the Lord God.
7. Joseph is put into Prison:  Potiphar’s wife lies and says Joseph raped her, Potiphar throws Joe in prison.
a. Gen 39:20 20 Then Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were confined. And he was there in the prison.
b. Two Years

· In this stage you learn the focus it takes to trust in the dream that God has given you.  Even in times of desperation and derogation you will be called upon and you must rise to the occasion regardless of your circumstances or feelings.

8. Joseph is given another opportunity for promotion:  While in prison, Joe is given favor and rule.
a. Gen 39:21-23 21 But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners who were in the prison; whatever they did there, it was his doing. 23 The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph’s authority,[a] because the LORD was with him; and whatever he did, the LORD made it prosper.
· In this stage you learn the truth that “God will never leave you nor forsake you,”

9. Ruler:  Chief advisor to Egyptian Pharaoh, AGE 30!

· At this stage you are released by God to fulfill your dream.  You are now walking in all that you had dreamt in the past.

