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· Relationships are a key aspect of life.

· The Bible says a lot about developing good relationships, but says nothing about dating.

· This is why we need to understand God’s design for dating is marriage.  The Bible speaks on marriage but not on dating.

· Dating is a man made institution; marriage is a God made institution. 
· Dating is not…
· An avenue for sex.

· A thing you pursue because you’re bored.

· A way to make you feel better about yourself.
· A confidence booster for your ego.

· A validation of your good looks.

· A way to have your needs met.

· Marriage is…
· The only avenue for Sex.

· The only way to find relational fulfillment.

· A commitment of trust.
· Based on the needs of another, not the needs of self.

So many young people get caught up in relationships that cause them nothing but wasted emotion, struggle, pain and aggravation.
· This is not God’s best for relationships.

· God’s best comes form doing things God’s way.

· God’s best in relationships always come with clear easy to understand depth.

Philippians 1 [NIV]
9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,
Many times we get caught in relationships that we know are…
· Confusing, dramatic, 
emotional, and dumb.

Relationships become this way because our lives where not built to handle dating.  They were fashioned to be married…
1 Corinthians 6:12

12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.

3 Ways Christian Dating is Different from the worlds
1. The world tries people out, the Christian seeks to build people up.
a. In the world people date to try someone out, to see if they fit, almost like a shoe.  

b. In the world if the shoe doesn’t fit they just disregard the shoe and toss it to the side.

c. A Christian is focused on building someone up, not trying them on.

i. Encouraging the other person in life and in their walk with God.

2. In the world it’s about touching physically, as a Christian it’s about touching spiritually.
a. Did we kiss? Was it good?  Did we get some?  Did you hook up?  Did we make out?
b. Christians prize the spiritual things first.

i. Do they have a vision for their life?  Do they have a relationship with God?  How do they worship?  What kind of music do they listen to?  Do they work hard?  Are the respectful to others?  Do they obey authority?
3. The world will lie to get what they want; the Christian will wait to get what they want.
a. Christians are committed to integrity and honesty.

b. Don’t try to be someone you are not. 

c. Tell the truth, if they don’t like the real you “who cares.”  Cause you know God has your best in mind.  He will provide the one.
d. Obviously that person isn’t “the one”.

